





























AS EARTH’S .. 

EXPLORATION ^ 

THROUGH SPACE 
ADVANCED. NOT A 

SINGLE INTELLIGENT ^ * 

UFEFORM WAS ^M9| 

DISCOVERED. LNINHABITED 
WORLDS WERETERRA-FORMED 
AND EVENTLALLY COLON1SED ^ 

BY SETTLERS FROM EARTH. AFTER 
A MILLENIA OF COLONISATION 
THE FIRST ENCOLNTER WITH A 
UFEFORM TOOK PLACE. AND IT WAS A 
NIGHTMARE. THE HORDES FROM CETLS 
GALAXY RAVAGED COLONIES AND 
TRANSPORTED THE INHABITANTS BACK 
TO CETLS TO WORK IN LIFE-SAPPING 
CONDITIONS. ALTHOLGH THE 
PRISONERS WERE FROM DIFFERENT 
PLANETS. THEY HAD ONE COMMON 
BOND — THF.Y ALL HAD THEIR ORIGINS 
WITH PLANET EARTH. NOW r A DIM AND 
D1STANT PIEC E OF LEGEND. 































AND I AM GAIT. THIS CRAFT 15 50 
^RAMSHACKIE WE COULD BREAK ] 

b -nm out.t —■'^mrm 
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HUMANS» REFRAIN FROM USING THAT 
ACCURSED lANGUAGE-g^""* 


eventhoughcetians I _JUÊÈÊÊ~ mr^MSSm 

WQRE STANDARD TRANSLATQR PACKS.THEV ABhQRRCD THE USE OF ENGUSH 







































































YES—AlTHOUGH WE LIVE ON WORIDS MANY UGHT 
YEARS DISTANT EROM EARTH. AND HAVE NO CONTACT 
► WITH THE MOTHER PLANET.IT IS OURONLY HOPE OF - 
DEFEATING THE CETIANS. ALAS. THE CO-ORDINATESOF 
Tl-f EARTH ARE LOST IN THE MlSTS OF TIME. TfJTÏ 


WHY WON'T THEY LET US 
USE THE TERRAN TONGUE? 


YOU MEAN THE EARTH EMPIRE? 















7 




W STOP USING THAT LANG U AG E. 1 

next time. some of you wat ow. 




















































































THE PR1SONER5 WATCHED A5 THEIR " 
GUAROS RESPONDED TO THE EMERGENCY 
IN THE ENGINE ROOM. 


WHERE ARE THEY GOING? 










M WAIT UNTIl HE'S 1 
RIGHT ÜNDERNEATM 


SILENTIY THE HUMANS FORCED AN M 
OPENING IN THE OIO NEGIECTED AND 


M WAIT UNTIl HE'S 1 
RIGHT UNDERNEATH 


THIS IS OUR OPPORTUNITY. 
lET'S GET TO WORK ON THESE BARS. 















WE'UNEEDHIS COMBOX 
ï TO GET OUT OF HERE.Y 


SOlA DROPPED ONTO THE CETIANS BACK 


THE COMBOX WAS A REMOTE CONTROL KEY LINKED TO THE COMPUTER 















I'U OPEN THE REST OF THE 

TTTTH ceus 


WHAT ABOUT THESE IA5ER SMACKIES? 

































































ON THE BRIDGE. THE DAMAGE TO THE GENERATOR WAS BEING CAREFULIY MONITORED 
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_L WE WIU CONTINUE OUR 1*3 

JOURNEY AT HALF POWER UNTIL THE 
SPHERE CAN BE REPAIRED. BUT THERE 

7 IS STILL THE DANGER OF AN 

OVERIOAD IF THE ELECTRO- JÉ 
MAGNETIC SHIEIDING FAILS.l 
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OBUyiOUS TO TH E CONDITIQN OF TH E SHIP, THE ESCAPED PRISONERS PLANNED 

' SP ACE KNOWS WHERE THE CETIAN GUARDS ARE. 
AU THE SETTER. BÉCAUSE WE'RE 
GOING TO STORM THE BRIDGE. 
















VANT...CAN YOU 
PIIOT THIS WRECK? 


YES ... THE CONTROLS ARE STANDARD 


THE OVERWORKED GENERATOR SHIELD FtNAtlY GAVE OUT 


RUN! IT WILl 
BLOW SOON 
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DOWN BEL0W DECKS— 


TMf PRlSONtftS 


ON THE BRIDGE 


IET THE MOftONS ÊURNOUT THE GENERATORS 
WÉ'LL DRIFT RlGMT JNTQ ONE OF OUR PATROLS 


FUU POWER, VANT, STEER 
T AWAYFROMCETUS T* - 


TOTALDRivf ENGAGED 
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■KL HURRY! GET M 
TO THE UFEBOATS BEF 


BY THE FORCE OF THAT BLAST. I— 
l'D SAY WE JUST LOST THE GENERATOR 


J A GREAT NUMBER OF CETIANS l 
HAVE BEEN CAPTURED—WHAT DO 
--r WE DO WITH THEM? ’W -1 









^dSÏRlP AU UfIBOATS OF 3__ 

CÖMMUNICATOR5 AND FUEl* AND 
fj PUT TKÉM IN THESE. THEN X* 
U WÉ LL ÊJECTTHE BOATS. THAT l 
[OUGHT TO SlOW UP ANY PATROU 
SHIPS.TWBBPWW 


HU WH AT CHA.NC6 OF 2- 
IWREPAmJNO THE DAMAGE? 


NONE! A SMAll EMÊRGENCY 
>" GENERATOR IS KEEPiNG - 
ÊVERYTH1NG BUT THE ENGINE 
WORK ING, BUT IT WON'T tAST 
ÉS-10NG 
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TNEN WF HAVÉ TO UE LOW FOR AWHILE. 
CAM YOÜ CAU up A LOCAL STAR CHART? 


WE MUST FIISEO ONE THAT CAN 5U5TAIN 
r UFE, EF NOT WE'LL PERfSH WHENOUR ' 
v UFE-5UPPQRT RUNS OUT OF ENERGY. / 


WE'RË TOO CLOSE TO CETUS 
FQR COMFORT CAN WE Hl DE < 
AMONGST THOSF ASTERO30S? 


YES —BUT l'M NOT FAMIUAR 
WETHTHE SPAtE WË'ftE IN 



















GALT! LOOK OUT' 




A CETIAN, OVERLOOKtü IN THE 
CONFUSJON, WADE A FUTUE ATTEMPT 
TOSAVE THE SNIP... 


































WE MUST CONTINUE WITH HIS PLAN 


ï 



5 I THINK WE'RE IN IUCK, SOLA. JE 
THERE'S AN ASTEROIO AHEAO WITH 
—T ANOXYGEN NITROGEN TJ& 
MI ATMOSPHERE AND SOME 
T VEGETATION. SHOULD I LAND? 


=^TAKE \l1b= 
DOWN GENTIY 
























































Itssretasa 


r ^ STRAP INI! I TMINK I L*Jml 
CAN LAND IN A CLEARING AHEAD 













WEU, WERE DOWN. AND AlIVE 


/according TO THE SHIP'S SCANNERS 
[WE ARE THE ONIY INTEIUGENT LIFE HERE 


J THE FORAOE PARTIESKNOW X 
WH AT TO LOOK FOR. ASSUMING 
THE BlOSCAN YOU TOOK ON THE 
WAY DOWN IS CORRECT. Vg 










THE SCOUTING PARHES SPON ftSTURNED 


SiiVOU SAY YOU m 
FOUND WIËCKAGÊ? 


^ _i YcS, SOLA. ABOUT A MltE FROM L^_ 
here. ït LOQKËD LIKE THE REWAINS OF A 
SHIP THE DESIGN WA!» DEFINITEIY AUEN 


THE TRIO WAR3LY A'ENT TQ INV£STiGATF 











































they examined the object 


WHATEVER IT ;$ MLfST ] 
HAVE BEEN PRETTY BIG, J 
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AS ONE MAN ClAMBEREO OVER THE SHIP 






UGMT-HEAT-AIR. THE UFE 
SUPPORT SYSTEM IS OBVIOU51Y 
FUNCTIONING. THAT MAY MEAN THE 
OWNERS ARE ABOARD- 


BUT BY THE DETERIORATION OF THE 
METAL ABOVE THE SURFACE, THE SH1P 
MUST HAVE BEEN LYING BURIED FOR 
CENTURIES. 


r-* 










ONE THING'S FOR CERTAIN, THE 5H|P 
[jSAtJEM—YET IT KAS OUR KIND OF J 

■RM^K ENVIRONMENT^ ——— 































IT'S EMCREDIBLEÏ EVERYTHtNG 
IS FU LLV POWERED, AND THE RE r S NO 
' S1GNOF DECAY OR COR ROSION, 


THE CAPACin OF THE REACTORS MUST 
BE ENORMOUS. ThEy muST HAVE BEEN 
INUSEFOR CÉNTUR1ES. 











































































THE COMPUTER WANTS 
W TOSPEAK TOYOU T 


m I AM ThE CENTRAL COMPUTER OF C5 
EARTH COIONY SHFP R 102, LAUNCHlD 
■ II M in 2032. gfci 
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AFTER NEARtY TWO HUNDREÖ YEARS SERVICE 
■ MY CLASS became obsolete and WAS ■ 

msm DESIONATED FQR DESTRUCTION. BTf® 


I WAS PROGRAMMEO TO ENTER A WHITE 
H OWARF STAR, AND SO TERMfNATE. ■ 









BUI the star WENT NOVA BEFQRE ARR1VAL AND 
51 THE PLANETARY SYSTEM DlSSOLVED. r-~ 


f WAS ON A COUISiON COURSE WETH A 1ARGË 
FRAGMENT OF THE FERST PUNET, BIJT HAD NO 
■ PROGRAMM1NG TOTALE EVASIVE ACHON f 









(MPACT NATURALLV OCCURfïED AND I WAS 
1 A&SÜRBED ïNTQ THE FRAGMENT, AS IT WAS 1 
PROPELLED TOWARDS THE OTHEft Sl DE of the 
^ GALAKY , . . WW « 


■ ■ ■ ■ TO COME TO REST, WïTH MANY OTHER I 
SUCH FRAGMENTS, IN ORBIT AROUND CETUS, 
WHERE I HAVE LA1N FOR OVER FlVE HUNDRED 









IF YOU GIVE ME THE CHANCE. I THINK SHE CAN^ 
BE GOT CLEAR — SHE’5 ENORMOUSlY < 
POWERFUl. AND THE IOCATION OF EARTH IS IN ) 
- 7-VW HER LOG. 1-—--' 


TARGET EARTH ... THAT SEniES IT. 
ANY CHANCE OF GETTING TO EARTH IS 
sWORTH TAKING. WE CAN SE6K THEIR 
X HElP TO DEFEAT THE CETIANS. 
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\ 


\ 


x: 


THE EXHAU5T5 ARE CLEAR, 50 WE CAN 
ÉNGAGE DRIVE. RTC2, FIRE MAIN ENGINE 


4 


E 


A 


■ 




ACKNOWLEDGED. 


























HYPERSFAtE! SOlA THiS SH1P HAS 
► PASTER THAmiGHT DRIVE! THÊ 
CETtANSCERTAtNLY DON T HAVE IT 


ONCE IN HYPERSPACE, THE DlSTAMCE WlUBE 
-—1 TRAVER5ED tNSTANTANËOUSLY 


II 


// 


take us to earth, rto?> by the WAY, 

HOw LONG IS THF jQUftNEY GQtNG TO TAKE? 

























ATTENTION, GUN CREW, BATTIE _ 

STATIONS. F1VE HOSTIIES APPROACHING. 


WE LL DI5CU55 THAT LATER. I _ 

LOOK. THERE ARE SHIPS APPROACHING 


R102. CAN YOU IDENTIFY THOSE SHIPS? 
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CETIAN CRAFT ... PREPARE TO ENGAGE. 


HOW COUID IT HAVE ElUDEO EARUER. 
PATROLS? 


<r 1 




















W A DIRECT HIT! AND WE * 
ARE NT EVEN IN RANGE YET! 


PK SPREAD OUT. KI 
ATTACK INDIVIDUAUY 


MISSiLES RUNNING! 
THAril FINISH THEM. 



DEFENCE SCREEN ACTIVATED IMPACT JN FiVE 
] SECONDS. RUALtATQRV STRIKE tAUNCHÊD.f 


THE CETfAN mI&SILES EXPlOOED HARMtESSÜf ON 
CONTACT WITH THE RÏQ2's FORCESKÏEiaMMi 
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/A R102 DID IT. NOT ONLY EQUIPPED WITH 
f HYPERDRtVE, BUT WITH AN ENERGY SCREEN AS l 
WEU. THE EARTHMEN CERTAINLY KNOW HOW TO 
■■■■i BUIIDSHIPS.TT-•/—- Zjr 


mui 







READY FGR THE HYPÊftJUMP? 


ATTENTfON. CREW. THERE S A SHORT 
► CUTTOEARTHTHROUGH ^ 
^HTPERSPACE — SO 


rNUJATf HYPERDRIVE, R102 


acknowledged 



















FORTf NINE UNITS LATER — 


AS THE GREAT SHIP LEAPT ACROSS THE LICHT YEARS CONSCIOUSNE5S DESERTEO THE CREW 




T 
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WE"RE ALLHERENQW.VANT 
' TELL U$ WHAT YQU KNOW 


I THE NEWS IS 8AD. ACCORDING 
TQ THE LOG THJ5 IS EARTH ËüT .. 


THEPIANET IS DEVASTATED, RADIQACTtVE 
Ü ANDTOTAUY UNINHASiTED. K 


allthisfornothing? 

x WHAT NOW, SOLA? j 
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ALl WE CAN DO IS TAKE MORE DETAIIED SCANS. 
R102, GtVE US A RÖNTGEN REPRESENTATION OF 
“- TTK RADIOACTIVITV ON THE PtANET T-7T 


WH AT ARE THOSE 

r white areas? t7 


IT MUST BE A REGION OF N!l 
RADIATION, SINCE THE BLACK 
REPRESENTS DEADLY LEVELS. I 
THINK V/E SHOUID PUT DOWN 
-T AND LOOK. THZXl 


■f f at 




jB üfÉ 




w A’OTA 


F//M i /si / / i 


DtM? // .' r : k ■ 


r#/ F U - rit A iCBf * * IA 


E3ï T ■> k 1 A ïft?l 

I 

V 1 / Hl // WS/S 'B 


. ij 

■J 1H HU 


■ Blr 1 
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R102 WAS GUIDED IN TO LAND AT COORDINATES 5ó.5°N. 3*W 


NON RAOIATING METAl 


r ^ ir MUST BE MTmg 
COVERING SOMETHING. )l 















I WE’ll LEAVE THE CREW , 
HERE. AND RECONNOITRE 


THOUGHT THI5 PLACE WAS 
--r UNINHABITED. WÊÊ0 















•»%\ 
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ƒ EARTHSHIPS! ] 
A WHOIE FIEET 


AT THE END OF THE TUNNEl... 


BUT WHERE ARE THE CREWS? 














58 



WELCOME TO EARTH. \ AM T0NINU5 I AM 
TO TEU AU VISITORS OF THE DOWNFAU 
f OF EARTH AMD HER EMPIRE. WHEN THE 1 
GALACTIC EMPIRE WAS AT ITS HElGHT, 

^ ClVlL WAR 8RÖKE OUT ON EARTH — l 

OPPOSING factioms WANTED control 
of the galaxy. > r— 


THE PLAMET WAS SO RAVAGE D BY 
THE WAR TH AT \T BECAME ^ 
UMlMHABfTABLE.THE SURVIVOR5 
AGREED A PEACE, AND EMIGRATED. 
LEAVINGBEHIND ALL THE WEAPOMS 
THAT HAD BEEN THE CAüSE OF THE 
CATASTROPHE. YOUAREIHEj^ 
DESCEKïDANTS OF 
[ THESE PEÜPlE. 





w yafij 



bS 












THAT EXPIAINS WHY THERE ARE NO 
CREWS. THIS LOT HAS BEEN DUMPED 


AND THERE ARE NO EARTHMEN 
-^ LEFT TO HELP US. KT 








SQON A DOZEN EARTHSHIP5 WERE PREPARING TO tNVADE THE CÉTlANS. 


CONFiRM YOUR COURSE AND PREPARE FQR 
HYPÉRDRIVE. 15 YOUR JOB CLEAR, MfK? 










YES. SOIA. WHIte YOU ATTACK THE 
r CETIANS, I Wlll RETURN TO OUR « 
GAIACTIC H.Q. TO FETCH CREWS 
FOR THE SPACECRAFT ON EARTH 
y THEN WE Wlll PICK UP THE < 
1 REMAINING AND JOIN THE FIGHT. 


IT TOOK IES5 THAN 50 UNITS TO REACH CETIAN SPACE ... 


INTRUOERS! WHERE DIO 
THEY COME FROM? 
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THE CETIANS WERE NO MATCH FOR THE EARTH FIEET 


[ THIS IS IT, TROOPS! 
CETUSISWIDEOPEN 


THEY'VE BROKEN THROUGH! 
W WE CAN'T HOLD THEM! B 
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anas 


NOWTHAT THE PRISONERS ARE 
- SAFE WE CAN DESTROY AU * 
THEIR MILITARY INSTAUATIONS. 
K"T SQUADRON ... FfRE! ’IÜ 



mnm 





























—L tVA AU FQR THAT! WHaÏaRÊWEL^ 
WASTING FOR? ON* TO GlAN, AND THEJ 

' =r empérei 


( SOLA, THISISMJK. ËVERVTKING 
t WENT AS PLANNED — WÊ'VE j 
V DOZENSOFSHIPS. ALLtEO < 
J COMMANDSAYSWÊHAVETO \ 
ASSEMBLE IN ORBIT AROUNDGLAN 




WHY? IT’D BE MUCH SETTER TOUSE THEM 
TOMUNT DOWN REMAiNING CETIAN SHIPS 
AND BASES. 


TH AT'LI BE DO NE IN DUE COURSË, ALUÉD COMMAND WANTS 
US TO ACT AS MESSENGE RS TO THE GALAXY — WE'RE 
GOING TO RE'ESTABUSH THE EMPIRE — SEGINNING WlTH ) 

EARTH, \ ---- / 
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NOW THAT YOU’VE READ 
THIS 


DON'T 
FORGET 
THAT 
THERE'S 
ANOTHER 
ONE THIS 

MONTH 

• c « 

IT'SONSALEIN 
YOUR NEWSAGENTS NOW! 





NAS A'S Biosatellitas were a series of recoverable biological experiment carriers, first launched in 
1966. Bios 3, launched in 1969, carried a space monkey, Bonny, into orbit. The craft’s cabin was 
pressurised with a 80% nitrogen and 20% oxygen atmosphere. Studies were made of Bonny’s memory and 
eye to hand co-ordination. The illustration shows Bios being checked before launch. 
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■demhl&S! 


EARTH SATELLITES 



































































